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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DBFE“SE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGZ LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF

{Xﬁ CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby iancurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any natented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

|
IN REPLY REPCR TO

AGAM-P (M) (21 June 68) FOR OT RD 682251 " 26 June 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Repoxt - Lessons Learned, Headquarters,3d Brigade,
101st Airborne Division, Period Ending 30 April 1968. (v
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance -
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter. . ‘ .

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-.
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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US Continental Army Command

US Army Combat Developments Command
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US Army War College '

US Army Command and General Staff College
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. DEPARTMENT OF THE AKMY
. Headquarters 3D Dripade, 10lst Alirborne Division
6 APO San Francisco 96333

AVDG-CA~E 16 May 1568

SUBJECTs Operational Report of 3D Bripacde 10ls% Airborme Division
for period enaing 30 April 1963, RCS CFOR-55 (R1)

SEE DISTRIEUTION

1, Sectian 1, Operations: Significant Act!-itles,

a, During tho reporting period, the 3D “rigade conducted counter=
insurgency operations in Bien Hoa and Binh Doung Provinces, Two organic
and cne attached battalion were responsible for security of the rochet
tell north and eact of Long Binh/Bilen Hoa complex and interdiction of
movament along primary avenues of approach into the area, The remaining
organd ¢ battalion provided local security for Phuoc Vinh Base Camp and
conducted Dushmaster-Type operatioms in Binh Duong Province,

by The sif. ficant sctivities portion of this report will include
only that peried e 21 Brigade was OFCON to II FFORCE V, S March thru
30 Aprile Tho two major operations occuriny during this perioed weres

(1) Operation BOX SPRINGS

(2) Operation TOAN THANG (10 LOS DANOS, initlally Operatieon
HARTISBURG) :

(a) Operatiora

On 16 March the 3d Bittelion (Adrborne), 187th Infantry
conductod Operation [IX SPRIN3S in southerm section of Binh Duong
Province froa 16 March to 22 March 1968, The arca of operation included
long time enomy sanctuaries in the western scction of War Zone D.
Numorous’ small unit actiorns to inclnde airmobile assaults, recomaisswmce
in forco, and Runhmaster-type opcrations werc conducted throughout the
area of oporntlon, ~rarticipating units e:cpericneed 1light but stoady
contact with m:jor action beginning in the ofternoon and early everning
hours and continuing into the niacht, the cmloynent of nicht operations
in conjunction with the use of scout dogs kevt the enemy off balareng
often catchinge him by surprise and forein~ him to fight a tricf but
tenacioas battle in an efiort to brenk centact, The persistance of
friendly forcos forced tha enemy to move his position constantly which
apparcnily” resulted in the permanent relocotion ¢f some enemy units,

Base camps, vhich had been considered sanctuaries by the erermy, were
olearod and destroyed, At 1650 hrs 22 Marca the last Company was

moved Ly air t» Phuoc Vinh Base and Operoation 30X SPRINGS terminated,
15 US porsonnol wore killed, 62 woundcd of wideh 52 were evacuated from
the Lattlo field, Enomy losses were 147 killed,

On 21 March 1548 the 24 Sattaliun (Airborne) 506th
Infantry was relecased from operation control of thc 199th Light Infantry
Brigade in A0 UPSHUR and move¢. to a Fire Support Rase in A0 HARUISDURG,
later changed to A0 10S B ECY, The lst Battalion (Lirborme) S0%ih
Infantry movdd by air to Fire Support Sosc Pards in A0 HARRISEURS on
tho same doy, The mission of ihe two batitalions in the arca of cperation
was to gsecurc the Rocket Belts to the north, ecast and south of Blen Koa
in, Bien Hoa Provinec and to proteét the Tien Hoa/long Dinh military caplex
against ground and rocket attackse The beitalions conducted reconnaissince
in force, olrmobilo asscults and &rmbush patrols in the operational areas
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The name of the ares of operations wes chonged from AC HARRISSURG to

A0 10S BANOS an 2L Morch 195%, 0O 8 April Operation X0 L[OS BANOS

was incorportated into the TII Corys Operctinn TUAN THANG, 23 were
operations conducted in AO CLARKSVILLE in Einh Duong Province. On

9 4pril the 1st Rattnlion {Mvborme) 5C6th Infantry returned to Phuoc

Vinh Bege and tho 24 Nattalion (idirborne) 505th Infrntry assumed respone
sibility for the ontire L0 LOS BiNoS. The 3d Battalion (iirborne)

187th Infantry went under the operational control of the lat Infantry
Division on 16 fpril and conducted operations in the southern portion

of Binh Duong Province and northern portion of PBien Hoa Province,

On 23 April the 33 Battalion (&irborme) 137:h Infuntry was recleased

from operational control of the lst Infantry Divisien and moved to the
southem ond of A0 L0S B.NGS, With the inercasing threat of rocket/ground
attack on’Long Tinh/Dicn Hoa area, the Sth Battalion 12th Infant:y

(197 LIB), A Troop 3d Squadron 17th Alr Cavalry and © Gempany 5lst Long
Ranae Patrol werc placcd undor tho operetioncl control of the 3d Brigade
on 24 April, The Sth Baitalion 12th Infantry was given tactleal
responsibility for Fire Support Base PARIS ard MO LOS BANOS southeast

of Long Tinh, The 3d Battalion (Airbovne) 187th Infantry noved all

wilis into A0 LOS B/NOS CENTER, east of Jica Hoa and tho 2d Battalion -
(Atrvorne) 5064h Infantry adsumed responsitility of A0 LOS BAIOS NORTH,
north of the Donz Nal Rivoer,

F Compony 51t Lons Rengo Patrol conducted operatisns north of AD ’
105 BANOS 3n 40 UPGHUR IX, A Troep 3-17 fir Cav conducted air recennaisgcanco,
provided ixy alr suppert, and maintained tho Trlzade Meady Reaction
Force, OCOontlact during the period was cporcdie to moderssc with

inercasing activity and rockot/mortar attacks toward the énd of the
reportinz period, The oncratlon is continuing at prosent, 13 US persofinol
were killed, 81 wounded of which 67 wore evacuatod from the battlefield,
Remy losscs were 57 Klleda Cumulative results of the reporting

period!s onorations are recorded in Inclosurce 1,

¢y The orgenizational. structuro t5 include attached units and
mits under’the operutional conirel of tho 3d Lripade is sttached az
Inclosuro 2,

d, Units of he Br’ -ado, not partieipating in tactical operations,
conducted treining on a drily biasis, Exch battolion ic reguired to
maintair o master trainins chart as preseribed in 101st Zirborme Regulation
3501, datec 25 March 1553, Troining included Code of Conduct, Safety, -
Mines and Dostytraps Warefore, Small Amg Fordlicrizotion Firing Frogram,
Lesson Leamed %o include Victnam Primer, DI on and Brigode Combot
Notes, and First fdd to include wersonal hyTizrno, Fifty-six days of
tactical oporaticns and troining have boen conducted since S March,

0s Thero wore ne major trcop movemants during the regorting period,

fo One mojor innovation was the consolidation &6f a1l 8lrm iiortars
into or.c plat cltached to the coubat support compony, Thc 51w mortar
sguads are returned to their parint vnit and atinched to other units,
according o the taciical requircmentie ~Fnen rd are no requirements
by units operating outside the dace camp, the 1 mortars are
incorperated ints the tage camp'!s firs support niiad and provide ready
cioro~in support as well ag inmediate LDlurinotion, :

ge An ndiitional asset that beeceme avoilable to the 3d Zrigade
in March was tho Scout Deg Platoon of the 55ta Infantry, Immediitely
scout dogs worc incorporited into as miny operations as possibdle,
Primary cmphasis was placed on using the scout dons as a mcmoer ef the
point olement, It wWas necessary to train’{roops and leaders at 211
levels in tne employment of the scout dops., Onca the units had grown
accustomod to tho uso of tho scout dog and thelr idlosymeracics,
inoreascd use was emphasizod, Dogs were made avallable fo= ambushes,
potrols, roxd clearing oporztions, cordon and search oparations, and
any other usc the pround commandor might deuire which me* with the
scout platoon londars approval,
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Tho scout dogs proved valusble in all Cosel, © & rotavienal systen to
oxchenge dogs and handlers once tieir cffcc tivonoss and efficioney

had decroased was implemented, T-.JS systcn asgured the ground
commander of a ralatively frosh scout dog tcan et all tinmes, Whenever
possible cach platoon was assimec 43s owm dog to utdlize on cloverlecf
operztions ond plotoon Sweepse Every effort wes mado to assign dogs to
the semo unit occh time, Tais resulted in a greator familiarity
betwoen the sbldiers and dogs which proved conducive to greater
effectivencsas,

24 Section 2, Lossdns Learned: Commsndors Obsorvotions, Evaluations
and Rocommendations,

a, Personncl, NONE

be Operstions
Timited Qoo oElx

(1) OBSEQVATION. Tho ability of 2 unit to kecp the enemy fron
pirpointing its lacation or having kmowledse of"its presenso has tactical
slgnificance toword the sucess of the opor:ticn.

(2) EVALIATION, ©On 17 Aprjl, A Company 1st Battalion’ (nirbomc)
506th Infantry bogen 3 S Gay recomnaiasence in force operaticn,
Tho company carried only rations, wator, medical supplies, ermunitions,
and mininn.un ficld squipment, No resupply, oxcept for emorgency was
planned, On the cvoning of 20 April the comany enzagzed @ lorge encmy
foree, whoso ro~ation indicated completo’ swrprise at the presence of en
AMllied Forcc, 1 US perscmnel was killed, 6: womded (evacuated) and
2l enemy killed by body count,

(3) RECOMMENDATION, That Allicd Feress conduct more small unit
night oporations with limited resupply or othcr actkivities that tand
to pinpsint i locetion or rowral ihu proscuco oL the unit in a
specifig aron,

ce Troinin-,
Roplacerment Personnol

(1) O7SE’RVATION, The 3¢ Dotialinn ( irborne) 1874h Infantiry
conducted’a sorios of classcs for replacemenis newly assimred to the
battalion, “ By mems of analyzinn studnt mspenac and parsonsl interview
of students, it was apparcnt that the majoriiy of replzcercnts arriving
in Victnom for thelr first sour sre under oo niscancepticn the Vict
Cong 13 ¢ ronored, poorly troined and i11l-cquwiped gierritla,

(2) EVAWULTION, To under estimste tho abilfiy of the enemy
18 & mistalre that nas loct numerous baltles tarsughout the history of
war, Haviag to walt »til ergorement width the Vict Cong to discover te
48 & weldl trained, highly motivoted soldicr can be costly to the
individuale

(3) RECOMIWDATICH, Thot Advenco Individual Training for
trainces and Vietnwm Oricrtation Courses for’other roplacomente stress
the capabilit’ics and metivetion of the onerte

dy Intollipguenco,
Chicu lod

(1) OBSERVATICH, Chieu Hol aro of tromendsus value when *
employod on a rogular gcout basis with corpany and platoon slze elcmontss

(2) EVALUATION, The cmploymont of rallicrs as guides and
scouts against their formor comrcdes is hordly a now technique,
However, building a Kit Carson Scout Progrom is a slow process, Chleu
flod must be soroaned and sclectod from thosc who have completed the
prescribed indoctrinatian courso prior to their full ﬁma zmployment
as scouts, . ey
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This Prigcdo has atterpted to obtain ralliors who are fardliar with
the brigade arca of opcratlons, Hewever, morc importint is
obtalning rallicrs whn: or: fom'liar with oncmy techniques in the
field, hove gorved in the {ield and ¢ro willing to accompeny

US forcana on sustained operctionss Closz linisan must be maintained
with province Chacu Hol contors to obtzin persenncl of this caliber,
Onco obtailned the individual muct be sercaoncd and a rapport
establishcd with the unit to which the rallioer 15 ausigned,

(3) RECOMMEIDATION, Thot the valuc of using Chicu Hols aa
guides for combot cmera’ions be stresscd to all units ‘newly orrived
or prparins for de. _oyrent to the Republic of Viotnam,

ce Lomistics, NONE
f. Orpondzation, NONE
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AVFBC-RE-H (16 May 68) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3D Brigade 10lst Aixborne Division
for period ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
Di, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 29 MAY 1368
THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 95375
Commander, US Army Pacific, ATTH: CPOP-OT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310 :

1. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This command has reviewed the attached Operational Report ~ lessons
learned of the 3D Brigade, 101st Airborne Division and concurs with it.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

T YU e e




AVHGC-DST (16 May 68) 2d Ind CFT Arnol~/rbw/LEN 4LR5
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3D Brigade 101st Airborne Division for period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, UNLTED STATLS ARMY VIETNAM AFO San Francisco 96375 6§ JUN 196§

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army Facific, ATTH: GFCP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operationzl Repcrt-Lessons Learxied

for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 3d Erigade
101st Airborne Division as indorsed. '

2. Reference item concerning replacement personnel, page 3, paragraph 2c.
Concur. DA Pam 360-518, Know Your Enemy: The Viet Cong, should be used as
a basis for orientation training.

' FOR THE COMiANDER:

ltrtntiaiselincr
C. S. NAKATSUKASA
Captain, AGC _
Assistant Adjutant General
Copy furnished:
Hq, II FFORCEV
.Hq, 3d Bde 101st Abn Div

!
!
i
i
i

1t

Al

e ehe o st el e+




pre———

ate FupAmmn B

e

GPOP-DT (16 May 68) 3d Ind (V)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 3d Bde, 10l1st Abn
Div, for Period Ending 30 April 1968,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

UnR
liQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 14 JUR 1388

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D.C,. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and

forwarding indorsements and concurs in the report
as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
T
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K. F. 0sBOURN
Y¥AT, AGe
Asst AG
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